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ALLIANCE





February 11, 2009
Dear Majority Leader Reid, Speaker Pelosi, Minority Leader McConnell, and Minority Leader Boehner:

On behalf of the 102 member institutions of the Natural Science Collections Alliance, we write to encourage you to remove the language barring funding to museums, zoos, and aquaria from the American Recovery and Reinvestments Act of 2009 as you consider this bill in conference.
Section 1609 of the Senate bill would prohibit funds from being appropriated to a number of types of public institutions, including museums, zoos, and aquaria.  Section 1109 of the House version of the bill includes similar language barring funding to zoos and aquaria.  Museums, zoos, and aquaria play an important role in local and state economies across the nation through the employment of hundreds of thousands of people.  Museums, for instance, employ over 250,000 individuals in positions ranging from education and research to maintenance and security.  Museums also stimulate local economies as consumers of goods and services.  These institutions are collectively estimated to spend $14.5 billion annually on supplies, equipment, and construction and maintenance services.

In addition to direct employment and consumption, museums are among the top three tourist destinations in the United States.  By attracting tourism, museums stimulate spending in the local community at hotels, restaurants, and stores.  Consider the Florida Museum of Natural History.  Several years ago, the museum received a small grant to help bring a traveling exhibit of the Tyrannosaurus rex, Sue, to the museum.  This exhibit alone generated at least $2.3 million for the local economy in tourism money spent on lodging, food, and related purchases.  This is just one example of how investments in museums, zoos, and aquaria do indeed stimulate local economies.
In addition to their economic benefits, museums, zoos, and aquaria are important education institutions.  Free or low-cost programming provides families with cost-effective, educational family entertainment – the kind of civic entertainment that builds and strengthens our communities.  Visitors ranging from pre-school children to retirees can enjoy exhibits and learn about the natural sciences, history, and art.  The collections of fossils, preserved biological specimens, and minerals housed in museums are also used in training college and graduate students in science, including many, if not most, of our pre-med and pre-vet students.  These collections are also vital to scientific research conducted on pressing issues such as climate change, the loss of biological diversity, and the spread of invasive species.
We do not write to suggest that every investment in a museum, zoo or aquarium will return a significant yield.  Projects should be evaluated for merit by federal program officials.  However, to exclude museums, zoos, and aquaria from the economic stimulus package is inappropriate.

Indeed, museums are:

· Public Works Projects.  Most of our member institutions are in dire need of capital improvements, which are critical for our public service in receiving and educating visitors and providing science for public benefit.  Many of our members have completed or are well along in master planning for renovations.  We can move forward quickly with improvements.

· Schools.  Most of our institutions are key players for formal and informal science education in the cities and regions where they are located.  In Philadelphia, for example, the Academy of Natural Sciences often provides science education for public schools that currently lack that capability entirely.  Many other Natural Science Collections Alliance members have the same functions elsewhere.

· Foundations of Environmental Sustainability.  We advance environmental protection, using innovative technology, through education and exhibits and our own capital investment.  The new California Academy of Sciences building in San Francisco is a leading example of environmental excellence in design.

· Economic Investment.  A single museum can employ hundreds of people and generate millions of dollars for the local economy.  Museums are located across the nation and efforts to preserve these institutions and their collections would provide economic stimulus to every state in the union.

· Investments in the Future.  An investment in museums is a direct investment in the future of the nation, its scientific underpinnings, and its human capital that will assume leadership roles in science in the decades to come.

On behalf of our 102 member organizations from across the nation and their tens of thousands of employees, we encourage you to remove the prohibition on funding for museums, zoos, and aquaria from the final version of the economic stimulus bill. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Sincerely,

Michael A. Mares, Ph.D.

President

Natural Science Collections Alliance

Robert Gropp, Ph.D.

Director of Public Policy

Natural Science Collections Alliance

cc:  Senator Daniel K. Inouye, Chairman Senate Committee on Appropriations 

Senator Thad Cochran, Ranking Member, Senate Committee on Appropriations 

Senator Barbara A. Mikulski, Chairwomen, Senate Commerce, Justice, Science Appropriations Subcommittee 

Senator Richard C. Shelby, Ranking Member, Senate Commerce, Justice, Science Appropriations Subcommittee

The Honorable David Obey, Chairman, House Committee on Appropriations 

The Honorable Jerry Lewis, Ranking Member, House Committee on Appropriations 

The Honorable Alan B. Mollohan, Chairman, House Commerce, Justice, Science Appropriations Subcommittee 

The Honorable Frank R. Wolf, Ranking Member, House Commerce, Justice, Science Appropriations Subcommittee
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